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Adolphe Quetelet (1796-1874)

Astronomer, mathematician, 
statistician and sociologist

Founder of the idea of l’homme
moyen” – the average man.

Wessler, Charles B., Brad Krevoy, Steven Stabler, Peter Farrelly, Bennett Yellin, Bobby Farrelly, Jim Carrey, Jeff 
Daniels, Lauren Holly, aKaren Duffy. 2005. Dumb and dumber. [United States]: Alliance Atlantis.
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Vaughan v. Menlove
132 ER 490 (CP) (1837) 

• Defense: his client’s “misfortune of not possessing the 
highest order of intelligence.”  

Ruling “whether the Defendant had acted honestly and bona fide to 
the best of his own judgment . . . would leave so vague a line as to 
afford no rule at all... [Because the judgments of individuals are...] as 
variable as the length of the foot of each... we ought rather to adhere 
to the rule which requires in all cases a regard to caution such as a 
man of ordinary prudence would observe.”



346

2020 ALEXANDER L. PASKAY MEMORIAL BANKRUPTCY SEMINAR

WHO OWNS THE REFUND?

EXERCISE OF FEDERAL COMMON LAW–
ONLY IN FEW RESTRICTED INSTANCES 
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THE CONFLICT
STATE LAW V. FEDERAL COMMON LAW 
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