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• Chapter 13 Stressors: Appreciation, Inflation,
Budgets, and Plan Length

• Listen to a Judge, Chapter 13 Trustee, and bankruptcy attorney discuss
how to help Chapter 13 debtors succeed in Chapter 13 despite increasing
asset values, increased loan balances, and increased expenses. Issues
discussed will include creating feasible plans with debtors' tighter
budgets, instilling flexibility in the bankruptcy system, and dealing with
asset appreciation. The panel will also discuss options for cases that are
running long in light of the Kinney decision and other issues that arise
during the case.
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Faculty
Hon. Robert D. Berger was appointed as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Kansas in 
Kansas City on Oct. 16, 2003, and was reappointed on Oct. 16, 2017. Prior to his appointment, Judge 
Berger practiced law as a bankruptcy and insolvency specialist representing debtors and creditors, 
and was among the first group of attorneys in Kansas and Missouri to be certified by the American 
Board of Certification in both consumer and business bankruptcy law. Judge Berger is a member 
of ABI and the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, and a founding member of the Kansas 
Chapter of the Federal Bar Association. He also is a chapter author for Collier on Bankruptcy, Col-
lier Bankruptcy Practice Guide, Kansas Bankruptcy Handbook and Practitioner’s Guide to Kansas 
Family Law. Judge Berger is a frequent lecturer and he has authored articles for various publications, 
including The Washburn Law Journal, ABI Journal and the Journal of the Kansas Bar Association. 
He received his B.A. in history and political science from the University of Kansas in 1983 and his 
J.D. from Washburn University School of Law in 1986.

Gregory A. Burrell is a chapter 13 trustee in Minneapolis, appointed in 2013, and is a licensed at-
torney in Louisiana and Minnesota. He started his legal career with Murray & Murray Law firm as 
a consumer attorney representing debtors in chapter 7 and 13 bankruptcies, businesses in chapter 7 
bankruptcies and the chapter 7 trustee in various litigation. Mr. Burrell founded a bankruptcy law 
clinic at Southern University Law Center, where he led student attorneys, who filed chapter 7 bank-
ruptcies free of charge on behalf of individuals living below the poverty line. He also served as staff 
attorney to the chapter 13 trustee in the Western District of Louisiana. Mr. Burrell is a permanent 
member of the Bankruptcy Practice Committee in the District of Minnesota, a current NACTT board 
member and treasurer-elect for NACTT. He is very involved in the topic of equal justice under the 
law for marginalized communities and what can be done to correct such concerns within the bank-
ruptcy system. Mr. Burrell received his Bachelor’s degree in political science from Xavier Univer-
sity with a minor in business administration, and his J.D. from Southern University Law Center.

Kristina S. Crump is a partner at Coons and Crump LLC in Lawrence, Kan., and has been practic-
ing bankruptcy law exclusively since 2013. She focuses her practice on representing individuals and 
small business owners in chapter 7 and 13 cases throughout Kansas and Western District of Mis-
souri. Prior to working in the legal field, Ms. Crump worked for a local Community Action Agency 
in Kansas, dedicated to helping people living in poverty. After leaving her nonprofit job, she con-
tinued to be involved in the community by serving on Head Start Policy Council and later the East 
Central Kansas Economic Opportunity Corporation board of directors. Ms. Crump received her B.A. 
from Our Lady of the Lake University in San Antonio, her M.B.A. from Baker University in Kansas 
and her J.D. from the University of Kansas.




