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Faculty
Sam J. Alberts is a partner in Dentons US LLP’s Restructuring, Insolvency and Bankruptcy Group 
in Washington, D.C. Ranked by Chambers USA since 2005, he is experienced in both in- and out-
of-court restructurings, both in the U.S. and abroad. Named in The Best Lawyers in America (2018) 
and listed in The Legal 500 US, Mr. Alberts has represented clients in high-value restructurings, 
investigations, workouts, litigation and sale transactions. He has served as and represented trustees 
in bankruptcies, as well as creditors, debtors and other parties, including governmental and quasi-
governmental entities. He also has experience with respect to distressed financial institutions, pen-
sions and health care. Mr. Alberts has been recognized in The Deal Pipeline’s “Top Bankruptcy 
Lawyers” league table and as a “Local Litigation Star” in the District of Columbia by Benchmark 
Litigation. He is admitted to practice in the District of Columbia, Maryland and Virginia, and before 
the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, Fourth Circuit and Ninth Circuit, 
the U.S. Court of Federal Claims, and the U.S. District Courts for the District of Columbia, Eastern 
and Western Districts of Virginia and the Western District of Washington. Mr. Alberts received his 
B.A. cum laude in 1987 from New York University and his J.D. in 1992 with honors from George 
Washington University School of Law.

Hon. Janet S. Baer is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in Chicago, ap-
pointed on March 5, 2012. She also acts on a regular basis as the presiding judge in the Northern 
District of Illinois for naturalization ceremonies. Previously, Judge Baer was a restructuring lawyer for 
more than 25 years and was involved in some of the most significant chapter 11 bankruptcy cases in 
the country. The majority of her practice focused on the representation of large, publicly held debtors in 
both restructuring and chapter 11 matters, and she also represented companies in commercial litigation 
matters, including lender liability, fraud, breach of contract and breach of fiduciary duty. Prior to form-
ing her own firm in 2009, Judge Baer was a partner at Kirkland & Ellis LLP, Winston & Strawn and 
Schwartz, Cooper, Greenberger & Krauss. She is a member of the ABI Board of Directors, the CARE 
National and Chicago Advisory Boards, and the Chicago IWIRC Network Board, as well as several 
committees. She also is chair of the NCBJ 2023 Education Committee and a frequent speaker for ABI, 
the ABA, the Chicago Bar Association, IWIRC and NCBJ, and she regularly acts as the presiding judge 
for the Northern District of Illinois in naturalization ceremonies. Judge Baer earned her B.A. from the 
University of Wisconsin - Madison and her J.D. from DePaul College of Law.

Hon. Lisa G. Beckerman is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge, sworn in on Feb. 26, 2021. From May 1999 
until she was appointed to the bench, she was a partner in the financial restructuring group at Akin 
Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP. From September 1989 until May 1999, she was an associate and 
then a partner in the bankruptcy group at Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP. Prior to her appoint-
ment, Judge Beckerman served as a co-chair of the Executive Committee of UJA-Federation of New 
York’s Bankruptcy and Reorganization Group, as co-chair and as a member of the Advisory Board 
of ABI’s New York City Bankruptcy Conference, and as a member of ABI’s Board of Directors of 
from 2013-19. She is a Fellow and a member of the board of directors of the American College of 
Bankruptcy and a member of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges (NCBJ) and the 2021 
NCBJ Education Committee. She also is a member of the Dean’s Advisory Board for Boston Uni-
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versity School of Law. Judge Beckerman received her A.B. from University of Chicago in 1984, her 
M.B.A. from the University of Texas in 1986 and her J.D. from Boston University in 1989.

Hon. John T. Dorsey is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware in Wilmington, sworn 
in on June 11, 2019. Previously, he practiced complex commercial litigation in Wilmington for 28 
years. For 16 of those years, Judge Dorsey was a partner at Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor, LLC, 
where he represented debtors and creditors in chapter 11 litigation matters. He also served as general 
counsel to Young Conaway for five years. Prior to joining Young Conaway, Judge Dorsey practiced 
with Richards Layton & Finger, PC, and served as the state director for then-U.S. Senator Joseph R. 
Biden, Jr. Prior to practicing law, he served in both the U.S. Army as a Military Police Investigator 
and the U.S. Air Force as an ICBM launch officer. Judge Dorsey was a board member of Delaware 
Volunteer Legal Services for 25 years and was active as a volunteer for the Delaware Office of Child 
Advocate representing children in foster care. He received his B.A. from the University of New York 
at Binghamton and his J.D. magna cum laude from Wake Forest University School of Law.

Laura Davis Jones is a named partner and management committee member of Pachulski Stang 
Ziehl & Jones LLP in Wilmington, Del., and is the managing partner of the firm’s Delaware office. 
She gained national recognition as debtor’s counsel in the Continental Airlines bankruptcy case and 
has represented numerous debtors, creditors’ committees, bank groups, acquirers and other signifi-
cant constituencies in national chapter 11 cases and workout proceedings. Ms. Jones participates as a 
speaker at national bankruptcy and litigation seminars, and she has authored numerous articles. She 
was named “Deal Maker of the Year” by The American Lawyer in 2002, which also has profiled her. 
Ms. Jones has been named continuously by her peers as one of the The Best Lawyers in America” 
and as one of the “Best Lawyers in Delaware,” and was selected as one of the top 10 lawyers in 
Delaware by Delaware Super Lawyers. She is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and 
a Chambers USA “Star Individual,” the highest honor a lawyer can receive. Ms. Jones has been rec-
ognized in the K&A Restructuring Register and the Lawdragon 500 since their inception, has been 
named repeatedly to the International Who’s Who of Insolvency and Restructuring Lawyers, and is 
AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell. In 2018, she received the prestigious “Women Leadership” award 
at Global M&A Network’s Turnaround Atlas Awards, which honors the achievement of influential 
women leaders in the restructuring and turnaround communities. She started her career as a judicial 
law clerk in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware. Ms. Jones is admitted to practice 
in Delaware and the District of Columbia. She received her undergraduate degree from the Univer-
sity of Delaware and her J.D. from Dickinson School of Law, where she was on the board of editors 
and business manager for the Dickinson Law Review and served on the Appellate Moot Court Board.

Hon. Christopher M. Klein is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of California in 
Sacramento, appointed in 1988, and he was a member of the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel of the 
Ninth Circuit from 1998 until August 2008, serving as Chief Judge from 2007-08. He is admitted to 
the California, District of Columbia, Illinois and Massachusetts Bar Associations. After completing 
service in the U.S. Marine Corps as an artillery officer in Vietnam and judge advocate, Judge Klein 
was a trial attorney in the U.S. Department of Justice, in private practice with Cleary, Gottlieb, Steen 
& Hamilton, and deputy general counsel-litigation of the National Railroad Passenger Corporation. 
In 1988, he was appointed a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of California. He was 
appointed to the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel in 1998 and served for 10 years. From 2000-07, Judge 
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Klein was a member of Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules of the Judicial Conference of the 
United States and the Advisory Committee on the Federal Rules of Evidence. He is a Fellow of the 
American College of Bankruptcy and a member of the American Law Institute, International Insol-
vency Institute, ABI and the American Bar Association’s Business Bankruptcy Committee. In ad-
dition, he serves as NGO delegate to the Cross-Border Insolvency Working Group of UNCITRAL. 
Judge Klein received his B.A. and M.A. from Brown and his M.B.A. and J.D. from the University 
of Chicago, where he was executive editor of its law review.




