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Faculty
Gregory A. Burrell is the standing chapter 13 trustee in Minneapolis, appointed in 2013, and is a li-
censed attorney in Louisiana and Minnesota. After graduating from law school, he worked as counsel 
to a chapter 7 panel trustee and also handled consumer chapter 7 and chapter 13 bankruptcy matters. 
He then went on to work as staff counsel to a chapter 13 trustee. While he was in his full-time role 
serving as staff counsel to the chapter 13 trustee, Mr. Burrell started a bankruptcy law clinic at South-
ern University Law Center, where he taught bankruptcy law to third-year law students. The clinic 
also gave students the opportunity to get practical experience representing indigent debtors in chapter 
7 bankruptcy cases. He is a recipient of the NACTT Tireless Time and Effort Award, the Distin-
guished Trustee Award, and the Southern University Law Center Distinguished Alumnus of the Year 
Award. Mr. Burrell is a Fellow of the 34th Class (2023) of the American College of Bankruptcy. He 
authored “Eliminating Implicit Bias in the Bankruptcy Process,” published in the ABI Journal. Mr. 
Burrell serves as a permanent member of the Bankruptcy Rules Practice Committee in the District 
of Minnesota, is the current vice president of the National Association of Chapter 13 Trustees, and 
is a member of the National Bar Association, Bankruptcy IDEA Consortium, ABI and the National 
Association of Chapter 13 Trustees. In addition, he is a frequent speaker both locally and nationally 
on bankruptcy-related topics, and he mentors career-seeking law students through the Tom Vaughn 
internship program. Mr. Burrell received his B.A. in political science from Xavier University with a 
minor in business administration, and his J.D. from Southern University Law Center.

Booker T. Carmichael is vice president and assistant general counsel for JPMorgan Chase & Co. in 
Plano, Texas, where he supports both bankruptcy and law firm oversight business functions. Prior to 
joining JPMorgan Chase, he was a trial attorney for the U.S. Trustee Program and was responsible for 
bankruptcy litigation on behalf of the U.S. Trustee in Region 17. Mr. Carmichael received his B.S. in 
economics and finance from Grambling State University and his J.D. from Southern University Law 
Center.

M. Christine Maggard is a senior associate attorney in the Bankruptcy Division of Brock & Scott, 
PLLC in Virginia Beach, Va., where, in addition to representing the interests of creditors in bank-
ruptcy, she serves on the firm’s Diversity Equity and Inclusion committee. She is licensed to practice 
in all state and federal courts within the Commonwealth of Virginia. Ms. Maggard began her legal 
career at the Office of the Virginia Attorney General in the Division of Debt Collection. With the 
exception of a stint working in the Office’s Correctional Litigation Section, her practice has focused 
on debtor/creditor relationships. Ms. Maggaard is a former president of the Virginia Creditors Bar 
Association and a past seminar chair and past president of the Tidewater Bankruptcy Bar Associa-
tion, and she serves as the secretary for the Virginia Network of the International Women’s Insol-
vency & Restructuring Confederation. She also is a member of the American Legal & Financial 
Network’s Women in Legal Leadership’s Social Media and Events Committee, secretary for ALFN’s 
IDEA Committee, a member of the Virginia State Bar’s Diversity Conference, and an adjunct faculty 
member for Virginia Commonwealth University’s Paralegal Studies Program. She also serves on a 
consumer advisory subcommittee for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Virginia. 
Ms. Maggard is a frequent speaker at seminars and conferences regionally and nationally on mat-
ters including bankruptcy and diversity, equity, inclusion and belonging. She volunteers as a judge 
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for college and high school mock trial competitions and donates her time to provide pro bono legal 
services in conjunction with the Virginia Equality Bar Association’s Gender Marker Clinic. Ms. Mag-
gard received her undergraduate degree in English and rhetoric and communications studies from the 
University of Virginia in 1986 and her J.D. from George Mason University School of Law in 1991.

Daryl J. Smith is the chapter 13 trustee for the Western District of Louisiana in Shreveport. He previ-
ously served as a staff attorney for the case trustee, prosecutor, litigator, lecturer and public servant. 
Mr. Smith is a 2021 honoree of ABI’s “40 Under 40” program, a 2021 Blackshear Presidential Fellow, 
and a 2023 Just the Beginning 5 under 40 member. He is admitted to the Tennessee and Mississippi 
bars, and in the Federal Court of the Western District of Tennessee. Mr. Smith received his B.S. in 
political science at Murray State in 2008 and his J.D. at Mississippi College School of Law in 2012. 

Hon. Kathy A. Surratt-States is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Eastern District of Missouri in St. 
Louis, initially appointed on March 17, 2003, and served as Chief Judge from Feb. 1, 2013, until June 
30, 2022. She began her legal career as law clerk to now-retired Bankruptcy Judge James J. Barta. 
In 1993, Judge Surratt-States was an associate at Campbell & Coyne, P.C., where her work focused 
on bankruptcy, commercial litigation and foreclosures. She then moved to Ziercher & Hocker, P.C. 
in 1998, where she became partner. The firm later merged with Husch Blackwell, where she was a 
partner in its insolvency practice group until her appointment to the bankruptcy court. In 1997, Judge 
Surratt-States was appointed to the Panel of Bankruptcy Trustees for the Eastern District of Missouri, 
and in 1999, she served as the chapter 7 trustee for Family Company of America, then the third-larg-
est grocery store chain in St. Louis. Judge Surratt-States served on the Board of Catholic Charities of 
St. Louis and is a member of Altrusa International, Inc. of St. Louis, an international association of 
professionals dedicated to serving their community. She also is a member of the Missouri Bar, the Bar 
Association of Metropolitan St. Louis, the Mound City Bar Association, the National Conference of 
Bankruptcy Judges, ABI and the International Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring Confederation 
(IWIRC). Judge Surratt-States received her B.A. cum laude from Oklahoma City University in 1988 
and her J.D. from Washington University School of Law in 1991.




